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Global History and Geography





Asian Philosophies Gist

Confucianism
	Reading to be Paraphrased
	
	My summary

	China’s most influential scholar (teacher)was Confucius. Born in 551 B.C., Confucius lived in a time of war and chaos. He led a scholarly life, studying and teaching history, music and moral character. He wanted to reform Chinese society by showing a prince how to govern wisely.


	
	· Confucius was a teacher
· Confucius lived during a time of war

· Confucius taught Chinese emperors how to govern wisely

	The only records of his ideas are the writings of his students. His students later collected his works in a book called the analects.  Confucianism was not a religion, it was an ethical system and became the foundation for Chinese government and social order.

	
	· ANALECTS = book of Confucius teachings
· Confucianism is NOT a RELIGION

· It is a foundation of government and social order

	Confucius believed that people were naturally good and that social order, harmony and good government could be restored in China if society was organized around five key relationships. These key relationships included ruler and subject, father and son, husband and wife, older brother and younger brother, and friend to friend. Confucius believed that people should know their place, except their role and set proper examples.


	
	· Confucius believed that MAN IS NATURALLY GOOD
· There are 5 relationships that are important to a good government and “social order”

1. Ruler to ruled/subjects

2. Father to son

3. Husband to wife

4. Older brother to younger brother

5. Friend to friend

· ALL PEOPLE SHOULD KNOW THEIR PLACE IN SOCIETY AND A RULER MUST SET A GOOD EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW

	Confucius also stressed the importance of filial piety, or respect for ones parents and elders. Additionally, he believed that education was important for career advancements. He stressed the importance of taking civil service examinations, or tests used to prove merit / ability to work in a government position.  He laid the ground work for bureaucracy- or trained civil servants who run the government.


	
	FILIAL PIETY = RESPECT FOR YOUR ELDERS
· Education is important

· People who work for the government must take and pass tests called CIVIL SERVICE EXAMS

BUREAUCRACY = people who help run the government 

	Confucius believed that a ruler should set a good example for his subjects. He said “If a ruler himself is upright, all will go well without orders. But if he himself is not upright, even though eh gives orders they shall not be obeyed.”


	
	A RULER MUST SET A GOOD EXAMPLE OR THE CITIZENS DO NOT HAVE TO OBEY HIS ORDERS


